STAND. COM. REP. NO. ‘% -14

Honolulu, Hawaii

Rbnan 4 -
RE: H.B
H.D

. No. 1885
1

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014

State of Hawailil

Sir:

Your Committee on Agriculture, to which was referred H.B. No.
1989 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURE, !
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to improve food security and
self-sufficiency in the State by establishing an On-farm Mentoring
Program at the University of Hawail College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources that will teach a new generation
of farmers about methods to improve soil health by using whole
gystem practices. The components of the Program include, among
other things:

(1) The appointment of an on-farm mentor for each qualifying
island by the Dean of the Colliege;

(2) The establishment of a curriculum for the Program that
teaches methods to improve soil health;

(3) The authorization to include instruction on other
aspects of farming, including farm management, animal
husbandry, crop management, farmer cooperatives,
marketing, integrated pest management and multi-
cropping, and beneficial insects;
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(4)

(5)

A competitive grant process to encourage farmers or
farming organizations to develop or expand on-farm
mentoring; and

An appropriation of an unspecified amount to fund the
grants.

The Hawaii Farmers Union United, Kona Chapter-Hawaii Farmers
Union United, and a number of concerned individuals supported this
bill. The Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation supported the intent of
this measure. The University of Hawaii College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources opposed this measure. A concerned
individual commented on this bill.

Your Committee finds that the On-farm Mentoring Program as
structured by this bill does not coincide with the mission and
organizational infrastructure of the College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources. Accordingly, your Committee has
amended this bill by:

(1)

Substantially revising the On-farm Mentoring Program,
including the deletion of the components relating to the
appointment of on-farm mentors by the Dean of the
College and the competitive grant process;

Requiring the College to develop and implement a pilot
On-farm Training Program for mentors as a component of
the College's extension faculty and cooperative
extension service;

Specifying that the pilot Program train skilled farmers
in extension service training activities to enhance
their abilities to provide on-farm mentoring to students
about methods to improve soil health by using whole
gystem practices;

Providing that skilled farmers who participate in the
pilot Program shall receive compensation pursuant to the
University of Hawaii's fiscal and personnel regulations
and policies;

Clarifying the established and authorized curriculum
under the pilot Program;
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(6) Requiring the College to submit a report of its findings

and recommendations on the pilot Program to the
Legislature; and

(7) Changing the purpose of the appropriation to that of
funding the pilot Program.

Technical, nonsubsgtantive amendments were also made for
clarity, consistency, and style.

Ag affirmed by'the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Agriculture that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1989, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form. attached hereto as H.B. No. 1989, H.D. 1, and
be referred to the Committee on Higher Education.

Regpectfiully submitted on

behalf of the members of the
Committee on Agriculture,

JE;ICA WéL!EYi, yr
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Twenty-seventh Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Agriculture

ill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date;
Hg™14%4 AGE, HED, FIv | ifaops

(1 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

P
The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended (as is} jZ\/ Pass, with amendments (HD} O Hold
Q Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing {recommit)

AGR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
e

1. WOOLEY, Jessica (C) V4

""" 4" BROWER, Tom I I S R
0, TSI G .

11. WARD, Gene

TOTAL (11) q a

rd
The recommendation is: JZ/ Adopted 0 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
commitice acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: MM &-\

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




